
 
                                                                                                                                                              August 2020 

3 
www.shelleytimes.org.uk Please support our advertisers               www.shelleytimes.org.uk 

 

AUGUST 2020   No. 467 
 

One advantage of producing the magazine on line is that we have no print deadlines to 
adhere to.  Today, the last day of July, sees the start of new restrictions instead of the 
easing of lockdown which we were expecting.  This is not just a real disappointment to 
many who have been observing the advice so carefully, but to working parents who 
were relying on grandparents or other adults for child care, this will be a real blow.  Data 
for infection rates in our area shows that numbers are low, but the restriction is Kirklees 
wide, and Dewsbury has much higher rates, so we must all suffer.  Is it time to seriously 
consider splitting Huddersfield from Dewsbury, making them separate boroughs once 
again?  But at the very least, the local authority should be given the power to apply 
restrictions much mere selectively in areas which are showing a rise in numbers. 

Some good news is that there is funding available for improvements to the Rec. above 
Westerley.  There is an initial outline plan, but it is now out for consultation in the village.  
Details are on the following page. 

Our hope for everyone is that you take care and stay safe in the weeks and months to 
come. 

 

Material for the September issue should be submitted by 15th August to: 

 Denise Edinburgh          or Julie Burnham  
 77 Westerley Lane 57 Far Bank   shelleymag@hotmail.com 
 Shelley   602905 Shelley 602288  
  
 

Please contact Lynn Parsley (see below) regarding the submission of adverts: 
Advertising rates are :- 
Annual rate for one small box on our cover / yellow / general body of magazine: £45.00 
Half page - one off - £12.00    Quarter page - one off - £8.00 
. 
Please note that changes to cover and yellow page adverts will be made only in the January, 
April, July and October magazines – please advise us of any changes in time for those editions.   
 

Advert changes for October 2020 MUST be notified by September 3rd 2020 

 
Copy for the magazine may be submitted in hand written or typed form.  If you produce your 
work on a word processor, it would be helpful if you could e-mail it to us at 
shelleymag@hotmail.com rather than printed out, and please avoid formatting your work - 
we will set the article out appropriately.    
Articles must be saved as a WORD file (.doc) or as a text file (.txt), NOT as a PDF file, 
otherwise we will have to return it and publication will be delayed or may not be possible. 
Please send any photographs as jpegs. 
 

If you need any further help or information, please contact Julie or Denise.  Please ensure that 
you always give your name and a means of contacting you on any item intended for publication.  
It is our policy not to publish anonymous copy, although names may be withheld on request.  
Please note that opinions and articles in the magazine are not necessarily those of the editors. 
 
Advertising Manager Lynn Parsley  27 Cleveland Way   Shelley   01484 604780 
    Lynn@theparsleys.me.uk 
Magazine Distribution:    J and B Keaveney (608569) 
Bookings for the Village Hall to be made with the Bookings Secretary:   

Sheila Tarbatt (604470)  starbatt2@gmail.com 
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
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What to do if someone is having a heart attack or has collapsed. 
 
Keep yourself safe, check to see if the person can respond to you, then call the emergency 
services on 999. 
Keep calm, answer the call handlers’ questions and they will guide you through what to do; they 
will also need to know where you are. 
If the person needs urgent help, an ambulance or first responder will be dispatched 
immediately.  
If it is appropriate and there is someone who can collect it, you may also be told about the 
location of a local defibrillator. 
 
Our local Community Public Access Defibrillators (CPADs) are located as follows –  
On the Shelley Village Hall –   98 Huddersfield Road, accessible from the car park 
On the Rising Sun Public House at  162 Penistone Road. 
On Lydgate Styles Hairdressers at  267 Huddersfield Road 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OVERHANGING VEGETATION 

 
 
 
It has been brought to our attention that walking along 
pavements along parts of Hawthorne Way can be 
difficult, especially for people who have problems with 
their sight.  Perhaps house owners should make it their 
responsibility to trim back any of the vegetation which is 
growing out of their gardens?  One resident has said 
‘Just going up Hawthorne Way can be an obstacle 
course between where bushes outgrow their boundaries 
and cars parked half on pavements. Must be dreadful 
for anyone with sight problems.’ 

 

 

 
This illustration is not of a local footpath, but clearly 

illustrates the problem. 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Packs 
 

Carole Hepworth would like to remind everyone in Shelley that Welcome Packs 
are available for new residents to Shelley. Please inform her if you know of 
anyone new who has moved into the area. 
 
Her telephone number is 608963  
Or email  steve.carole1@btinternet.com 
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'Keep Britain Tidy' are encouraging local communities to organise litter picks between the 11th and 

27th of September. 

Rather than get lots of people to participate in a big pick (as they've done before) this time they are 

wanting individuals and families to do their own mini picks. 

So if you fancy doing your bit to 'Keep Shelley Tidy' please put some time in your diary to do a mini 

pick. 

Earlier this year the Community Association secured a small grant from Kirklees that enabled us to 

buy some litter picking sticks, high vis jackets and bin bags. So if you need any equipment, I'm 

happy to drop it off and collect it from you. I can also help arrange for the litter you've collected to 

be taken away. 

This equipment is available for year round use, so while the campaign is from the 11th to the 27th of 

September you can use it any time. 

Damian 07920840045 
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Shelley Education Foundation 
 

Attention School or College Leavers  

aged 18 – 25 living in Shelley 

 

Are you continuing with your education or training? 

 
Might be Uni, College, Sport or Dance Academy, Schools of Art 

or a Higher Apprenticeship or any recognised further learning 

course 

 

If so, we might be able to help you buy text books, 

materials, or specialised clothing that are necessary 

for your course. 

 

Just ask for a simple grant form from Secretary Ann 

Priestman, 18 Cleveland Way 

Email ann.priestman@outlook.com 

Tel 01484 604486 
The small grants are available regardless of family income. 

 
Closing date for applications Friday 25

th
 Sept 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

 

 
 



 
                                                                                                                                                              August 2020 

9 
www.shelleytimes.org.uk Please support our advertisers               www.shelleytimes.org.uk 

 

MARK BURNS-WILLIAMSON OBE  
WEST YORKSHIRE’S POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER 
 
 

A message from Mark – Hi everyone, I hope you are all keeping safe and well. As I’m sure 
you’re all aware, tomorrow (Saturday 4 July) sees a significant relaxation of the lockdown 
restrictions. Two households of any size are able to meet in any setting, that’s inside or outside, 
as long as they are adhering to social distancing of the new 1 metre+ guidance. Pubs, 
restaurants and hairdressers will also be able to reopen as well as most leisure facilities and 
tourist attractions, as long as they also follow COVID safety guidance. Whilst these measures 
are certainly to be generally welcomed, we all still have a responsibility to be cautious about 
how we individually go about our daily business and movements. The virus is still a real threat 
and we need to put the interests of our loved ones, friends, colleagues, wider communities, 
NHS and the many key workers first in making sure we continue to keep it at bay through 
observing sensible social distancing practices and the national safety guidance. Localised 
lockdowns, such as the one in Leicester, are also something that we all want to avoid in West 
Yorkshire and it serves as a warning that there can be no complacency on all our parts given 
the journey and sacrifices we’ve all made. The police will continue their approach with a focus 
on engagement, which has been on the whole, well received across our county. We have been 
working with our partners to plan and prepare for the easing of restrictions and extra resources 
will be available should they be needed to help avoid any unnecessary problems or situations. 
It’s continued to be extremely busy in my office over the last few weeks, some of the key pieces 
of work are explained in more detail below, such as the launch of the new Sexual Assault 
Referral Centre (SARC), nearly half a million pounds extra distributed locally for victims of 
domestic and sexual abuse, our first ever virtual Community Outcomes Meeting with public 
questions, and a new competition for young people launched. Significant other areas of work 
included my chairing a Local Criminal Justice Board (LCJB) meeting where we continue to work 
towards partnership Covid-19 recovery plans, as well as a call with the Policing Minister where 
we discussed the budget pressures, recruitment, and refreshing local Police and Crime Plans. I 
also want to take this opportunity to mark a special occasion by saying #HappyBirthdayNHS 
this Sunday and to thank all of them, volunteers, police officers/staff, NHS workers, and key 
workers generally for contributing all their efforts and time, but also for using their experience, 
knowledge and commitment during a national pandemic to ensure we have all been kept as 
safe as possible. Best wishes and stay safe. Mark Burns-Williamson OBE West Yorkshire’s 
Police and Crime Commissioner 
 

IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT ANY CRIMES, YOU CAN CONTACT THE INDEPENDENT 

CRIME-FIGHTING CHARITY CRIMESTOPPERS ANONYMOUSLY ON 0800 555 111 OR THROUGH THEIR 

ANONYMOUS ONLINE FORM AT WWW.CRIMESTOPPERS-UK.ORG.   

NO PERSONAL DETAILS ARE TAKEN, INFORMATION CANNOT BE TRACED OR RECORDED AND YOU 

WILL NOT GO TO COURT 

rural@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 

Contact your local policing team on 101, or  
FOR A CRIME IN PROGRESS OR IN AN EMERGENCY USE 999 

 
Below is a link which will take you to Trading Standards website, where information can be 
found in relation to Scams around Covid19. Please take time to read and share this information 
and remember you will never be asked to pay for any testing regarding the virus. 
  
https://www.nationaltradingstandards.uk/news/beware-of-covid19-scams/ 
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SEW MUCH SUPPORT FOR YORKSHIRE CANCER RESEARCH 

A face covering project, started by Dianne Stewart of Kirkburton, is raising hundreds of pounds 
for Yorkshire Cancer Research. 

The first batch of 15 face coverings sold within two hours of being released – and now orders 
are rolling in. 

Pat Shaw, Secretary of Burton Crafters, said: “We have a team of four enthusiastic volunteer 
sewers to help us to keep up with the demand for the face coverings. A huge thank you to 
Dianne Stewart, Molly Lucy Dowie, Pauline Dolan and Judith Norris. This is a fantastic project, 
producing a non-medical face covering, and at the same time, raising money for Yorkshire 
Cancer Research.” Claire Revell and Michelle Hare, of Shelley-based Online Fabric Boutique 
Cow and Giraffe have kindly donated a selection of vibrant, high quality 100% cotton fabric to 
the project. 

Carol Hirst, Secretary of the Huddersfield Voluntary Committee, Yorkshire Cancer Research, 
said: “Yorkshire Cancer Research would like to thank Burton Crafters and Cow and Giraffe 
Online Fabric Boutique for their fantastic support. The money raised from the sale of face 
coverings will help to improve prevention, diagnosis and treatment of cancer in our region.” 

The face coverings are double layer, 100% cotton, washable and reusable 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can buy the face coverings from Claire at Lydgate Styles. 
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LOCAL HISTORY 

 
A HISTORY OF THE WHINS 

 
Location  
 
The Whins is an area of common land bounded by Far Bank , Shelley First School, Park 
Avenue, and Westerley Lane. It is a steep, south facing area of land, part meadow and part 
woodland. 
 
Ownership and use 
 
Old photographs show that early last century it was mostly meadow with few trees on the site. 
As common land it had been extensively grazed by cattle. There is a ruined spring fed cattle 
trough near the Far Bank entrance. The steeper parts are covered in gorse which flowers 
continuously throughout the year. Some people, in fact refer to the area as “The Gorse” but it is 
more commonly known as “The Whins” which is an old Scandinavian word for gorse. 
 
A hedge running down the meadow at the top divides the area into two parts, the eastern end is 
slightly lower than the western end, suggesting that there may have been mineral extraction at 
one time, possibly coal as a thin seam is near the surface which was exposed when Westerley 
Way was built and when the wall on Far Bank, below the Village Hall was rebuilt in 2018. 
 
Recent times 
 
The Whins was actually owned by a property developer for a time but came into the ownership 
of Kirklees Council as part of a land swap when the Shelley Park estate was built. As the estate 
developed footfall to the rear of Shelley First School increased dramatically. The footpaths from 
Far Bank to Cleveland Way and from Westerley Lane to the back of the school became very 
muddy and unpleasant for accessing the school. However, in June 1998 Shelley Community 
Association took an interest in the site as part of the Millennial Challenge. A year later a 
separate group, the Shelley Conservation Group was formed to look after the site in partnership 
with Kirklees Leisure Services, (currently Kirklees Council Parks and Green spaces). Through 
the efforts of Shelley Community Association, the path between Far Bank and Cleveland Way 
was tarmacked and lights installed. 
 
The muddy path down the Whins to the school presented serous problems because it was so 
steep. Following a series of successful bids by Shelley Conservation Group to various funding 
bodies, Millennium Awards for all, Kirklees Environment Unit, and Kirklees Parish Council, the 
British Trust for Conservation Volunteers were able to put in a path of crushed stone, with a 
boardwalk across a boggy area at the bottom of the site in time for the Millennium celebrations. 
The path worked well for many years before being badly eroded. In the meantime, the 
Conservation Group approached Kirklees Council to have the footpath adopted as a Public 
Right of Way. This was a lengthy process but the Council finally adopted it recognising it as a 
Safe Way to School, i.e. off road. In 2015 Kirkburton Parish Council replaced the path surface 
with a modern hard wearing compound of resin, rubber from old car tyres and gravel. 
 
Biodiversity 
 
Kirklees Council mows the upper grassland area once a year In late summer,  when the wild 
flowers have finished and dropped their seeds and throughout the year they clear vegetation 
growing over the footpaths.   Before the Millennium members of the Conservation Group started 
to encourage people to plant daffodils and different species of trees to encourage butterflies 
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and birds. In 2010 students from Sheffield University, with the permission of Kirklees Council, 
planted a patch of heather. First they had to remove all the top soil in a selected patch. Then 
they strewed heather branches bearing seeds over the rough stony ground. It took one and a 
half years for the first heather to appear but now it is a very healthy dense patch! The 
Conservation Group over years have also planted a variety of trees to attract birds and 
butterflies. Some trees that thrive in wet conditions were planted near the bottom of the Whins 
where it is very wet. 
 
The Whins has been recognised as a nature reserve because of the variety of butterflies and 
birds which visit the site on their migration routes. Experts have organised walks at various 
times to spot them. On one special evening, a group of moth trappers arrived to see how many 
moths they could trap and identify. There are over 2,500 British moths. These people were 
experts and could predict the times that the larger moths would arrive. They were very accurate 
in their prediction like air traffic controllers. They predicted that the first elephant hawk moth 
would arrive at midnight and it was spot on. It was spectacular, large and colourful! It’s 
caterpillars eat rose bay willow herb, so it was a welcome visitor. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The Whins is, and always has been a wild area. It functions as a nature reserve, an area for 
wild play for children, and a pleasant area to walk and admire the wonderful views of the 
northern end of the Peak National Park. So close to the centre of the village, it was a good 
decision of the planners to do the land swap, leaving us with an amenity that we can all enjoy, 
protect and cherish. 
 
Malcolm  MacDonald 
 
 
 

JOHN HALL COCKERILL 
 
 
While sorting out my many local history books and papers I came across a very interesting 
booklet from 1918.  In it are two very interesting poems by John H Cockerill all about Shepley 
during the W.W.1. I remember acquiring it via ebay quite a long time ago.I thought it would 
make a very interesting article for the magazine and so I set about trying to find out more about 
John H Cockerill with Dinah's help.  We found out quite a lot about him and so I have told his 
story below, as far as I know. 
 
John was born in 1860 in Thrapston near Kettering and in 1893 age 33 married Minnie 
Elizabeth Evans in Southport who was only 18.  They had one son Walter John Cockerill in 
1895.  However the marriage did not last and by 1901 Minnie was back home with her mother 
and young 6 year old Walter.  Later that year she remarried George Salt.  Walter later took his 
step father's surname and was then known as Walter John Salt in the census record.  In 1911 
the Salt family was living in Southport and George was an oyster dealer and Minnie was a 
musician and dance teacher and 16 year old Walter was an assistant fisherman.  John H 
Cockerill,age 50,in 1911  however was a lodger in The Royal Gardeners Arms pub in Shelley 
(now a private house on Huddersfield Road).  He listed his occupation as picture seller.  He 
then seemed to settle in this area and when he wrote the poems "In and Around Shepley" and 
"Victory and Peace"in 1918 he was living at Sunside, a group of houses on Shepley Road in 
Stocksmoor.  What we shall never know is if he was still in touch with his son because sadly 
Walter had joined the King's (Liverpool) Regiment and died of gas poisoning in France in WW1 
in 1918 (just at the time his father was writing the poignant poems).  He is buried in The 
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Sandpits British Cemetery in Fouquereuil France.  The interesting point is that in Walters war 
records he is known as Walter John Salt throughout and in the register of soldiers effects he is 
listed as Walter John Salt and his effects going to his mother Minnie Elizabeth Salt.  However 
on the national probate record he is named as Walter John Cockerill and his effects from his will 
again going to his mother Minnie Elizabeth Salt.- John Hall Cockerill writes lovingly about the 
areas around Shepley and also his wish for victory and peace in 1918 but I wonder if it was 
done as he knew that his own son was fighting and had died in France ? 
 
Ian Stevenson 
 

LETTERS 
 
Hello to all in Shelley 

I hope that you are all in good health and have escaped the clutches of COVID. As I write, 
about a fortnight before you read this, lockdown is being eased quite dramatically. However, as 
I said in the July Kirklees Council online “meeting”, there remains the risk of a resurgence. We 
must return to “normality” as soon as possible, both for our own wellbeing and that of the 
economy, but we must also take care as we do so. At the time of writing, I do not know what the 
Government guidelines will be in August. What I do know is that it remains important that we 
comply with the current rules. We have seen COVID outbreaks in different parts of Kirklees, and 
the virus is obviously still out there. Personally, I think it would be helpful if we were told which 
towns, or even wards, have outbreaks – “Kirklees” is a large area! Please continue to take care. 

 

I am not impressed by the recent Kirklees Council suggestion that visits to a household waste 
tip should be by appointment only. This seems to be just another step towards making these 
tips ever more difficult for residents to access, and it is not an idea which I can support. I fear 
that we will see more and more fly-tipping around the village, around the ward and around the 
Borough. 

 

If you become aware of fly-tipping on Council land, please report it. You can either email me 
directly, or use the Kirklees website. If you are not sure if the land belongs to Kirklees, then 
report it anyway. It is helpful to  include as much detail as possible about the location, such as a 
nearby junction or lamppost number, and that applies to other problems such as unlit street 
lights. 

 

Kirklees have inspected and jetted the roadside drains in Far Bank and in Penistone Road 
between Park Avenue and Far Bank at my request. They assure me that these are now running 
freely and are in good order. If there are problems with roadside drains there or elsewhere, or 
with flooding more generally, do please let me know. I remain convinced that regular 
maintenance would be a wise move, but the Administration remain convinced that they are 
saving money by only responding to blockages. I’m afraid that I really don’t see that. 

 

Speaking of routine maintenance, Kirklees also informed me that, after a number of requests 
from me, they have cut back the weeds and nettles behind the school, alongside the footpath at 
the bottom of the Whins. I thanked them for this, and gently pointed out that weeds tend to grow 
for about eight months of the year so it would seem sensible to arrange a schedule for cutting 
them down on a regular basis. I am now told that this will be done, but I have a suspicion that 
my interpretation of “regular” may be a little different to theirs. 

 

On the topic of vegetation growing, there are always problems with hedges and trees being 
allowed to grow over footpaths and pavements. We are now getting near to the end of the bird 
nesting period, and it will soon be lawful for such vegetation to be cut back. In general, this will 
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not be the direct responsibility of Kirklees since the onus lies with the owner of the land on 
which the vegetation is rooted. However, Kirklees does have some powers to require work to be 
done. If you see any such problems, please let me know – photos help, and I need the location. 

 

With my best wishes to you all, Bill 

(Bill Armer, Ward and Parish Cllr. Tel 01484 314314,  email bill@gmx.ca) 

 
 
Dear Residents, 
 
I am hopeful that this letter finds you well and in good spirits. We are still facing an unclear 
future with regards to the ever present Covid-19 virus. As we are all aware minor virus 
breakouts could be the normal as we try to get our lives back to some form of normality. Whilst 
we attempt to bring normality back into our lives we must remember to keep taking the 
precautions which have been keeping most of us safe. Some people may have found the time 
off productive in and around the home. However stuck at home has many drawbacks and I for 
one am looking forward with some trepidation to getting out and about. 
 
Being at home has produced one thing and that has been mountains of garden rubbish. The 
warm weather meant that you could hear the grass growing from indoors. Trees, shrubs and 
plants all needed a slight trim which generated mounds of waste, waste which could not be 
taken to our local tip. When the refuse sites reopened the queues were enormous. Daily I took 
to looking on the web site to see what the waiting times were. These times ranged from 15mins 
to 90mins with some sites turning people away. I wasn’t going to get this mountain moved fast 
especially as you couldn’t initially use a trailer. Bags of rotting waste do not smell like lavender 
in the car. 
 
Once again both Bill and I are asking all local groups who qualify for either a Small Grant or a 
General Grant to get form filling or contact our Parish Council Clerk to see if you qualify. If you 
don’t qualify see if you could set yourself up in such a way as to qualify in the future. The Parish 
Council grants system is there to help clubs and groups financially especially in these 
problematic times of fundraising. So please use the system otherwise it will be the same groups 
who benefit from our money. 
 
Huddersfield Town are on a bit of a knife edge when it comes to remaining in the Championship 
Division. However our neighbours Leeds United are flying high and look as though promotion to 
the Premiership is on the cards for them. Town’s season has been good, bad and ugly with not 
much in the way of good. I have bought my season card for 2020-2021 but further than that will 
depend on the entertainment level from the club. 
 
Finally - when normal service is resumed - every second Monday of the month at 19:30 in our 
Village Hall our Community Association meets. Why not come along and take a look and listen 
to what is discussed? You may even have a point which you would like to be made known. 
Most of us haven’t got our own teeth so we don’t bite. Keep an eye open and an ear cocked for 
when the first meeting since Lockdown is announced. 
We are hoping to be posting news/information on a new Facebook page called, Shelley 
Residents, when we have some. Small steps at the moment and we shall see how we progress.  
 
Keep well and stay safe. 
  
Ray Bray (Parish Councillor and resident) 
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My Main Meal Yesterday 
 
You will need: 
One portion of white fish per person,  
One medium onion (or two for 3 or 4 people) chopped 
One or two red peppers sliced 
One aubergine cut into large chunks 
One or two courgettes cut into large chunks 
A large handful of mushrooms quartered or sliced 
Several peeled garlic cloves, left whole or crushed as you prefer 
A tin of chopped tomatoes 
One teaspoon of dried Italian herbs 
A chopped chilli or dried chilli flakes if you like it 
Salt and pepper 
 
To cook: 
Gently fry the chopped onion and red pepper until they are soft, add the aubergine, courgette, 
mushrooms, garlic, tomatoes, Italian herbs and some salt and pepperwith the chilli if you are 
using it.  Stew gently for about ten minutes or until the vegetables are soft. 
Put the fish into a baking dish which has a lid, and pour the sauce over it. 
Bake the fish in the covered dish for between fifteen and twenty minutes in a moderate oven.  
The fish should fall into flakes easily. 
 
To cheat, pour one or two tins of ratatouille over the fish, and cook as above.  You could even 
simply cook it in a microwave on full power for about four to five minutes, depending on the 
thickness of the fish. 
 
Serve with steamed green vegetables and boiled, jacket or mashed potatoes. 

 
 

Any contributions to this section would be most welcome. 
 
 


